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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the amendment and remarks filed on April 4, 2006. 

2. The objection to the drawings is withdrawn in view of the amendment. 

3. The objection to the specification is withdrawn in view of the amendment. 

4. The objection to the claims is withdrawn in view of the amendment. 

5. The rejection of the claims under 35 USC § 112 and 35 USC § 101 is withdrawn 
in view of the amendment. 

6. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. Claims 63, 68, 69, 76, and 77 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gerber (5,092,829) in view of Gerber et at (3,495,492). 

Regarding claim 63, Gerber ('829) discloses a system substantially as claimed 
including: a cutting table (section of table 12 below the cutting tool); a cutting tool (19); a 
carriage (24) for moving the cutting tool (19) above the cutting table; a control unit (40) 
to move the cutting tool (19); at least one unloading tool (144) for automatically 
unloading stacks of cut-out pieces (P); an unloading tool support (141, 142) for moving 
the unloading tool (144) and connected (by cable 146) to the control unit (40) in order to 
move the unloading tool (144) adjacent to the stacks of cut-out pieces (P) to be 
unloaded; an unloading table (section of table 12 between the unloading tool) above 
which the unloading tool may be moved, wherein the control unit (40) is capable of: 
controlling the relative movement between the cutting tool (19) and the lay-up (L) in 
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order to cut up the skeleton (S) into a plurality of portions; and controlling the 
movements of the unloading tool (140) in order to move the unloading tool (140) into 
contact with the stacks of the cut-out pieces that arrive with a lay-up on a surface of the 
unloading table situation downstream from the cutting table, and to take off the stacks of 
cut-out pieces successively from the remainder of the lay-up by moving them over the 
unloading table and by moving them substantially parallel to the surface of the 
unloading table. Gerber ('829) fails to disclose a conveyor for moving the lay-up. 
However, Gerber et al ('492) disclose a table adapted for conveying stacks of sheet 
material comprising a conveyor (such as conveyor belt 112) for moving a lay-up (14) to 
a cutting station. The conveyor allows for mass production by automatically moving a 
lay-up to the desired location. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide a conveyor, as disclosed by 
Gerber et al ('492), on the Gerber ('829) device for the purpose of mass production. 

Regarding claim 68, Gerber ('829) discloses the unloading tool (144) is mounted 
to move between a raised position (such as in FIG 1) and a lowered position so that the 
unloading tool (144) comes to bear against the top surface of a stack of cut-out pieces 
by being moved from its raised position to its lowered position. 

Regarding claim 69, Gerber ('829) discloses the unloading tool (144) is mounted 
on the unloading tool support (141, 142) which moves parallel to the surface of the 
unloading table, the unloading tool further being mounted to rotate relative to the 
unloading tool support (141, 142) about an axis perpendicular to the surface of the 
unloading table. 
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Regarding claims 76 and 77, Gerber ('829) discloses the use of a bin for 
receiving stacks of cut-out pieces. See col. 4, lines 12-18. 

8. Claims 64 and 65 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gerber ('829) in view of Gerber et al ('492) as applied to claim 63 above, and 
further in view of Gerber (6,308,602). 

The modified device of Gerber discloses an unloading table with a plurality of 
orifices (44), but fails to disclose the use of a blower to support the stacks via a cushion 
of air. However, Gerber ('602) teaches reversing a vacuum source to blow air up 
through the table and reduce friction with the work surface (see col. 6, lines 5-8). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to reverse the vacuum, as disclosed by Gerber ('602), on the of the 
modified Gerber device in order reduce friction between the work piece and work 
surface and easily move the work piece. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments filed April 4, 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues the modified Gerber '829 reference does not teach an 
unloading tool capable of moving parallel to the surface of an unloading table, but rather 
a tool that moves perpendicular to the table. This is incorrect. While the Gerber 
unloading tool may need to move perpendicular to the table initially, the tool is then 
capable of moving substantially parallel to the table as claimed. Note the joints in the 
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arm. In addition, the claim are in open format, and thus do not exclude the tool from 
moving perpendicular to the table before moving parallel. 

Furthermore, Applicant is reminded the claims are directed to an apparatus, and 
not a method. As such, the references cited do not have to teach the steps claimed, but 
must merely be capable of performing the steps. In the instant case, the modified 
Gerber '829 reference is capable of all the steps claimed. 

While the examiner agrees there are differences between Applicant's device and 
the prior art of record, these differences have not been positively claimed. 

Conclusion 

10. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

11. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carolyn T. Blake whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
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4503. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:30 
PM, alternating Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer D. Ashley can be reached on (571) 272-4502. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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